Cytokeratins (CK) are good markers of epithelial tumors, and most of carcinomas including small cell lung carcinoma (SCLC) expresses CK. Herein reported is a case of SCLC without CK expression.
Article different from large cell neuroendocrine carcinoma because of tumor cell size and histology. The present case is not poorly differentiated squamous cell carcinoma or adenocarcinoma. The present case is not sarcomatoid carcinomas of the lung. The present case is not malignant mesothelioma because the present case was negative for D2-40 and calretinin. The author believes that the present case is CK-negative SCLC.
In conclusion, pulmonary SCLC can be negative for CK. In such a case, extensive differential diagnosis is required.
